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HAPPINESS AS A STATE OF BEING BEYOND LANGUAGE:
EPICUREAN AND BUDDHIST MOTIVES IN ROLAND BARTHES

Abstract. This essay explores the concept of happiness as a state of being beyond
language, drawing on the philosophical influences of Epicureanism and Buddhism in the
work of Roland Barthes. Critical theory often views happiness with suspicion,
emphasising its unattainability in a society marked by suffering. Barthes, however, offers
a nuanced perspective, integrating Epicurean ideas of avoiding suffering through
moderation and Buddhist concepts of emptiness and reality. His concept of the "neutral
life" seeks a balance free from excessive desire, in line with Epicurus’ ataraxia. Barthes's
interest in Buddhism, particularly through Alan Watts, highlights the limitations of
language and the importance of direct experience. Photography, according to Barthes, has
the potential to capture reality beyond words, reflecting Buddhist themes of impermanence
and the reality of things as they are. This synthesis allows Barthes to redefine happiness
as a state of being rather than a goal, offering profound insights into the human experience.
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KaHouoamxa Qinocoghcokux Hayx,
xagpedpa kynemyponoeii HaYKMA (Kuis, Ykpaina)

IMACTA SIK CTAH BYTTA I103A MOBOIO:
EINIKYPEUCBHKI TA BYJJAINCBKI MOTHUBUA Y POJIAHA BAPTA

[Migo3pa mo mactsa Oyna BHU3HAYAIBLHOIO XapaKTEPUCTUKOK KPUTHUYHOI Teopil
MPOTSITOM OCTAHHBOTO CTOMTTA. Y (parmenti 5 «Minima Moralia» AnopHO MOKa30BO
nporojocuB: «Clij TOAUIATH CTPaXKAAHHS JIIOJICH: HaWMEHIIMKA KPOK JI0 iXHIX
3aJI0OBOJIEHh - II€ KPOK JI0 TOCWJIeHHS iXxHboro Oomoo» (Adorno 1951, 30). Hum
TBEP/PKCHHSIM BiH c(hOPMYITFOBAB HETATHBHE CTABJICHHS JI0 INACTS K STHYHUN IMITEPATHB
JUTSL CYCHITLCTBA, B SIKOMY JOMIHY€E CTpaXIaHHS. [HAMBIyanbHE MACTS, SIK CTBEP/KYBAB
AJIOpHO, 3JTMIIAETHCS HEJJOCSHKHUM Y CUTYaIlii KOJIEKTHBHOTO HemacTst. CX0KUM YHHOM
B «Ectermuniii Teopii» AIOPHO pO3TJANAB aBTOHOMIIO MHUCTEUTBA SK paiKalbHE
HENPUIHATTS OOCTaBHH CYCILUILCTBA, OMHCYKOUHM MHCTEUTBO SK «OOIIMHKY IIACTSD
(«promesse de bonheur»), sika moctae 3 BiIMOBH Bif TOT0, 1m0 icHy€e (Adorno 1970).

I'epOept Mapky3e momynsapusyBas ifiei AOpHO, 3pOOMBIIH X JOMIHAHTHUMH B
AHTJIOMOBHIN kpuTnuHiit Teopii. Tak, B «OmuoMmipHidi moauni» (1964) Mapkyse
KPUTHKYBaB «IIACIHMBY CBIJIOMICTH» CY4YacHOTO HOMY CYCHiJIbCTBAa CIOXXKHBaHHS,

OIMCYIOYH i1 SIK «TOHKY IOBEPXHIO HaJI CTPaXxoM, po3uapyBaHHsM 1 Bijpazoto» (Marcuse
31


https://doi.org/10.31108/7.2025.5

Sth International Scientific Conference Materials Volume “Happiness and Contemporary Society”, March 20, 2025
36ipHuK MaTtepianiB 5-1 MmibkHapoaHoi HaykoBoi koH(epennii “IIlacts Ta cydacHe cycninscTBo”, 20 6epesns 2025

2002, 80). Li mormaau rauOOKO BIUIMHYJIHM Ha Cy4acHY KPHTHYHY TEOPilo, sIKa 4acTo
HAroJiouly€e Ha «mpaBi OyTH HEIIACHHM», SIKIIO CKOpUCTAaTHCh (pazoro Capu Axmen
(Ahmed 2010, 19), uns mo3utis € OIMBII CYYaCHUM aBaTapoOM IHTEIEKTYaIbHOI ITiI03pH
JI0 MOXJIMBOCTI macTs TyT 1 Temep. Ciix HArOJIOCUTH, 10 HOHKOH(OPMI3M KPHUTUIHOI
TeOopii MOCTaE SIK MOPAIBLHUH 3alTUT Ha OLIBIII paANKaIbHY Ta YHIBEpCaIbHY (OpPMY MIacTs
- Taxy, IO BiAKHWIA€ IIACTS, sSKE JOCTYMHE Uil He0araTboX. TakuM YMHOM KpUTHYHA
TEOpis HE BIJKHUIAE iJICI0 IACTs, aje MIBUJIIC MOMIIIae ii Ha TOPU30HTI YTOIMIYHOTO.
Boanouac, oCKibKH KpUTHYHA TEOPISIPO3yMi€ IACTS MEPEBAKHO B HETATUBHUX TEPMiHAX
- SIK BiACYTHICTH a00 BijjaieHy OOIISIHKY - BOHA 3[e€01IBIIIOT0 YHUKAE YTOYHEHHS TOTO,
110 CaMe € IACTSM.

IlocTae muTaHHA TIPO T€, UM MOXKYTh JOCITI/DKEHHS MIACTS i KPUTHYHA TEOPis
B3arajii mepeTUHaTUCs 3MicTOBHO. [[03MTHBHY BiINOBiJb HA IIe TUTAHHA MOXKHA 3HAWTH B
3alliKaBICHHAX Ti3Hboro Pomana bapra, skuili 3BepHYBca OO0  MiKpo-yTomil
IHIMBIAyaIbHOTO IMACTS SIK €THYHOTO TPOEKTY, a TaKOX pPO3POOWB HIOAHCOBAHY
(heHOMEHOIIOTII0 CTaHIB 1 MPaKTHK, SKI MOB’A3aHi 13 MACTSIM, 30€piraro4d MpH EOMY
BUTOHYCHHM CJIOBHUK KPHUTHYHOI Teopii. baproBa ermka i (HEHOMEHOJIOTIS MIACTS
3aJUIIAIOTECSA (PparMEHTAPHUMHU 1 OXOILTIOIOTH MIMPOKWH 1HTENEKTyalbHUI [iama3oH
BIUIMBIB 1 3alliKaBlieHb, SIKi MOTPEOYIOTH OKPEMOi PETEeNIbHOI PEKOHCTPYKLii. VY i
HEBEJUKiA po3Biaui OyJae OKPECIEHO JHWIIE JBa acleKTH LbOr0 IMIMPIIOTO MPOEKTY:
emnikyperceki MOTHBH y bapTa Ta ioro inTepec 10 Oyannsmy, ocoOmauBo 10 poOiT AmaHa
Borrca, siki BrmuHy M Ha bapTOBY KOHIIENIIIIO MACTS SIK CTaHy OyTTS 11032 MOBOIO.

Emnikypeficpka imocodist po3risinae macTs K YHUKHEHHS CTPaX/IaHb. Y bOMY
KOHTEKCTI IACTA TMOJIArae y 3HaXOPKEHHI HEHTPAbHOI TOYKH MiX CTpPaXKIaHHIM 1 He-
cTpaxganHsaM. EmiKyp cTBepIKyBaB, IO IIACTS JIOCATAETHCS CKPOMHUM SKUTTSIM Ta
VHUKHEHHSIM (i3ugHOTO OO0NII0 1 MyNMIEBHUX CTpaXKAaHb. Ll eTwka meperykyeTscs 3
KOHLEILIE€I0 «HEUTpaJbHOTO XKWUTTS» bapra, ne macta mossirae y craHi piBHOBAard,
BITFHOMY BiJ HaAMipHUX Oaxkanb. [nes Emikypa mpo aTapakciro (Crokii sk cBoOOIy Bif
OYUIEBHUX PO37ajiB), BUCIOBJIEHA B «JIucti 10 MeHokes», TyT 0coONMBO aKTyasbHa,
OCKIUTBKM BOHA 30iraeThes 3 MOHATTAM bapra mpo macts sk craH OyTTs 1mo3a OiHapHUMH
OMO3HUIIIIMA MOBU Ta CyM'sSTTsM emolliii. ¥ «HeltpansHomy» BapTt mocmikye inero
épocheé, abo mpuU3YNWHEHHS CYIDKEHHS, IO TOXOMUTh Biff TPEIBbKUX CKenTukiB. Lls
KOHIIETIisI, Ky bapT po3risgae B i eTHYHOMY BUMIpi, TOOTO, B HOTO pO3yMiHHI, SIK TaKy,
fKa CIOpSAMOBAaHA Ha IIAcTs, Iependaydae BiIMOBY BiJl CY/DKEHHS UM PO3MEKYBaHHS
CMUCITY, CTBOPIOIOYH IIPOCTIP JIsl IHTEHCUBHOCTI Ta IPaJIEHTHUX CTYIICHIB, BIIKPUTHX JIO
peabHOT MIHJIMBOCTI «OKUTTS SIK yTiBHHKa» (Barthes 2005, 202).

HeiitpanpHicTh - 11e €THYHA O3MLIS, sIKa IParHe 3pyHHyBaTH TOMiHYIOUl PaMKH,
NPONOHYIOYH aJbTEPHATUBHUI CIIOCIO KUTTS, HE MOB'SI3aHUM 3 MUCJICHHSIM ONO3HLISIMH.
Le#t migxin meperykyeThes 3 OyIIiChKUME TIOHATTSME CYHBATA (TIOpOKHEYA) 1 TaTxaTta
(MomiOHICTB), K1 MiJKPECITIOITH MOPOXKHEYY (OPMH i pealibHICTh pedel, sk BoHU € (Watts
1957; Barthes 1981). Ili3ui poboTu bapra, 30kpema «Camera Lucida», BimoOpakaroTh
fioro 3pocrarounii iHTepec 10 Oyau3My. Ha #oro 3aiikaBieHicTh Oy IICHKOI0 TYMKOIO
BIUIMHYJIO YUTaHHS AnaHa BoTTca, Kio4oBOi ocTati B HOMyJsipu3anii J3eH-0yaau3my
Ha 3axoxi. Inei Borrca nmpo mopoxseuy (GopMH Ta KOHLEMILIS CYHBSITH PE30HYBAIH 3
BaproBumu momrykamMu CeHCy 1032 MOBOIO. Y CBOiM OCTaHHIH MPHXHUTTEBIM KHIDKII
«Camera Lucida» Bapt aocnmimkye dotorpadiro sk Meaiym, 1o (ikcye peaibHIiCTh 1103a
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CJIOBaMH, MOMIOHO 10 OyAifiChKOi KOHIICMINi TAaTXaTH, siKa BIJICWJIAE€ IO PEaTbHOCTI
peueil, six Bonu € (Barthes 1981). bapra npuBabiroBaB akIeHT A3CHCHKOI TpaauLil Ha
Oe3nocepeIHbOMY JOCBiAl Ta OOMEXEHHIX MOBM. BiH 0auuB (oTorpadito sk crocio
JOCTYTIy O i€l peaJbHOCTI, Ie punctum - IeTanb, [0 PaHUTH TIIAaa49a - Ai€ MOAIOHO 110
I3EHCHKOT KOHIIETIIi caTopi, panToBOro MpoOyKeHHS abo MmpocBiTieHHs. Llei 3B's130K
Mik ¢ororpadicro Ta Oynau3mMoMm aaB 3Mory bapTy mocmiguTé TeMu CMEpTHOCTI Ta
MiHJIMBOCTI peyeH, MPOIMyCcKaoiH iX Yepe3 BIacHUI JOCBiA MepeknBaHHs CMEPTI MaTepi.
I emikypeiicbka, i Oyailicbka ¢inocodii MalOTh CHUTBHY PHCY - aKIEHT Ha YHUKHEHHI
CTpaxmaHb. B enmikypelcTBi 11e ToCITaEThes Yepes3 IMoMipKOBaHICTh O0akaHb, a B Oy 1Iu3Mi
- yepe3 BU3HAHHS MIHIWBOCTI BCHOTO CYIIOTo Ta mopokHedwi (popmu. CuHTE3 1uX imeit
npusiB bapta 1o Toro, mio BiH po3risAae mMacTs HE sIK METY, 110 sIKOi Tpeba mparHyTH, a
SK CTaH, II0 BUHHUKA€E 3 PO3YMiHHS 1 NPUHHATTS MPUPOAM peanbHOCTi. Jlocmimkyroun
¢dororpadito, bapT 3HalI0OB MeiyM, sKuii Mir O niepenaTtH 1e po3yMinHs. @oTorpadis,
sK 1 Oyaau3M, BKa3ye Ha peajbHICTh pedueil sSIK BOHH €, 1032 MOBHHMH KOHCTPYKITISIMH.
Taxke 3icTaBieHHS JO3BOJIWIO bapTy 3aMUCITUTHCS HaJ MACTSIM Y CIOCIO, 1[0 BUXOIUB 32
MeX1 TpaAWIiHHAX TMOHATh HACOJIIOAN Ta 33J0BOJICHHS, HATOMICTh 30CEPEKYIOUNCh Ha
rmubmomMy focBifgi  camoro icHyBaHHA. [lomsTtrss HelitpansHoro 3anuiiaeTbcs
LUEHTPaJbHUM y IbOMY PO3YMiHHI, OCKIJIBKH BOHO 3a0e3leuye OCHOBY AJISl KUTTS 11032
MeKaM{ MOBH.
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